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IMAGE PROCESSING APPARATUS 



This application is based on Japanese Patent 
Application No. 11443/1999 filed on January 20, 1999, No. 
5 62584/1999 filed on March 10, the contents of which are 
incorporated herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to an image processing 
10 apparatus that is mounted in a color copying machine or 

other equipment. More specifically, the present invention 
relates to an image processing apparatus that can improve 
reproducing quality of black letters or lines in a color 
|J image. 

15 Description of the Prior Art 



In the conventional image processing apparatus, in 
order to improve a reproducing quality of black letters or 
lines included in a color image, a portion of the black 
letters or lines in an original image is determined by area 

20 determining process, and an image processing such as edge 
emphasis is performed in accordance with the determination 
result. The image processing will be explained below. 

First, the original image is read so as to obtain an 
input image signal, which passes a first order differential 

25 filter and a second order differential filter for extracting 
edge portions in the original image. In addition, low 
chroma areas of the input image signal are extracted. In 
accordance with the extraction result, black letters or 
lines of the original image and contours thereof are 

30 determined. It is determined whether a point is outside 
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the edge (on the background) or inside the edge (on the 
black line) in accordance with the polarity of the output of 
the second order differential filter. Hereinafter, the 
outside of the edge is referred to as an outer black edge 
5 portion, while the inside of the edge is referred to as an 
inner black edge portion. Contours of the black letters or 
lines in the original image are recognized as inner black 
edge portions and outer black edge portions. 

Next, in order to improve the reproducing quality of 
10 the black letters or lines, the following processes are 
13 performed for the inner black edge portions and outer black 

^2 edge portions independently. 

^=3 For pixels of the inner black edge portion, edge 

In emphasizing process is performed, in which a lightness edge 

f3 15 component (VMTF) is added to image data of a black component. 

;L For image data C (cyan), M (magenta) and Y (yellow) of 

l'^- color components, the edge emphasizing process is not 

i;g performed, but another process is performed in which the 

image data of the referred pixel is replaced with the image 
20 data of the minimum value (i. e. , the image data of the 
minimum density) in 5x5 or 3x3 pixel matrix. 

For pixels of the outer black edge portion, the edge 
emphasis is not performed for any of image data K, C, M and 
Y of black and color components, but another process is 
25 performed in which the image data of the referred pixel is 
replaced with the image data of the minimum value in 5x5 
or 3x3 pixel matrix. 

The above-mentioned process suppress the color 
components C, M and Y in the neighborhood of the edges of 
30 the black letters or lines in the original image, and 
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emphasize the inner black edge, so that the reproducing 
quality of the black letters or lines can be improved. 

However, along with a recent high definition of the 
image reader, the conventional image processing explained 
5 above is not sufficient for suppressing color drift and 

improving the reproducing quality of the black letters or 
1 ines. 

In an electrophotographic printer or other equipment, a 
color drift can be generated due to a misregistration of 
10 colors C, M, Y and K when overlaying the colors for printing. 
^.^ This color drift is relieved by the above-mentioned process 

that replaces the image data of the colors C, M and Y of 
IQ the inner black edge with the minimum value in the matrix. 

When using a 5x5 pixel matrix for example, the densities of 
15 the colors C, M and Y are suppressed by the width of two 

pixels. Therefore, in the case of a printer that can print 

n 

il by a definition of 400 dpi for example, if a color drift (a 

^ misregistration between images C, M and Y) more than 128 

i:3 microns that corresponds to the width of two pixels is 

20 generated, the effect of relieving the color drift by the 

above-mentioned process is reduced, and colors of C, M and Y 
can smears at the edge of the black letters or lines. 

If the size of the image processing matrix (matrix 
size) is enlarged in accordance with a high definition, the 
25 above-mentioned process can be performed by a sufficient 

width for the color drift quantity, so that the problem of 
smearing of the colors C, M and Y at the edge of the black 
letters or lines can be solved. However, in this case, a 
capacity of memory necessary for storing the image data 
30 will also increase along with the increase of the matrix 
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size, and the cost will increase substantially. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
The object of the present invention is to provide an 

5 image processing apparatus that can support a high 

definition with an inexpensive and simple configuration and 
can improve a reproducing quality of black letters or lines. 

According to the preferred embodiment of the present 
invention, the image processing apparatus includes an edge 

10 detecting portion for detecting an edge area in an input 
image and a lightness and chroma detecting portion for 
detecting a low lightness and low chroma area of the input 
image. The image processing apparatus performs an image 
processing (such as edge emphasizing) for the edge area of 

15 black letters or lines decided by the detection signals of 
the edge detecting portion and the chroma detecting portion. 
The image processing apparatus includes an edge enlarging 
portion for enlarging the edge area detected by the edge 
detecting portion, and means for increasing or decreasing a 

20 density of each color in the enlarged edge area. According 
to this process, a color drift in the edge portions becomes 
inconspicuous, so that the reproducing quality of the black 
letters or lines is improved. 

According to a more preferable embodiment, the image 

25 processing apparatus includes an edge enlarging portion for 
enlarging the edge area detected by the edge detecting 
portion, and means for converting image data of each color 
component so that densities of color components in the 
enlarged edge area, e. g. , a densities of color components C, 

30 M, Y are decreased, and a density of a black component, e. g. , 
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a density of color component B is increased. 

Other objects and features of the present invention 
will be understood more clearly by referring the following 
description and drawings. 

5 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing a circuit of an image 
processing apparatus according to a first embodiment of the 
present invention. 
10 Fig. 2 is a schematic diagram showing an example of the 

edge enlarging portion of the image processing apparatus 
shown in Fig. 1. 

m Fig. 3 is a diagram showing an example of 9x9 matrix 

jf| circuit of the edge enlarging portion shown in Fig. 2. 

15 Fig. 4 shows a diagram showing waveforms of an input 

signal, internal signals and an output signal of an edge 
detecting portion of the image processing apparatus shown 
in Fig. 1. 

Fig. 5 shows a diagram showing waveforms of an input 
20 signal, internal signals and an output signal of an edge 
canceling portion of the image processing apparatus shown 
in Fig. 1. 

Fig. 6 is a graph showing a conversion characteristic 
of a black emphasizing circuit of the image processing 
25 apparatus shown in Fig. 1. 

Fig. 7 is a graph showing a conversion characteristic 
of a color weakening circuit of the image processing 
apparatus shown in Fig. 1. 

Fig. 8 is a block diagram showing a circuit of an image 
30 processing apparatus according to a second embodiment of 
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the present invention. 

Fig. 9 is a block diagram showing a circuit of an image 
processing apparatus according to a third embodiment of the 
present invention. 
5 Fig. 10 is a diagram showing a division of an original 

image in an area color detecting portion. 

Fig. 11 is a diagram for explaining a relationship 
between a monochromatic/color ratio of a block area and an 
edge increasing quantity. 

10 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBO DIMENTS 

Q 

U [First embodiment] 

i;g An image processing apparatus Ml shown in Fig. 1 is 

mounted in a digital color copying machine for example. 
15 The color copying machine is equipped with an image reading 

Ei device that includes a CCD image sensor and its drive system 

l;3 ' , 

u (not shown). In the image reading device, three primary 

12 colors of input image signals (color picture signals) R, G 

I: y 

13 and B are obtained by scanning an original image as shown 

O 

20 in Fig. 8. The input image signals R, G and B are given to 
a minimum value circuit 1 and a maximum value circuit 2 of 
the image processing apparatus Ml. 

In Fig. 1, the minimum value circuit 1 outputs the 
minimum value Min(R, G and B) of the input image signals R, 

25 G and B as a pseudo lightness V. The maximum value circuit 
2 outputs the maximum value Max(R, G and B) of the input 
image signals R, G and B. A chroma signal generating 
circuit 3 outputs a difference [Max (R, G and B) - Min (R, 
G and B)] between the maximum Max (R, G and B) and the 

30 minimum Min (R, G and B) that is a pseudo lightness V, as a 



6 




chroma signal W. 

The pseudo lightness V is imparted to an edge detecting 
portion 4 and a lightness and chroma detecting portion 5. 
The edge detecting portion 4 includes a first order 

5 differential filter and a second order differential filter 
in the main scanning direction and the sub scanning 
direction made of 5x5 matrix. If the differential result 
is larger than a predetermined threshold level, the edge 
determination signal that is an output signal (hereinafter, 

10 simply referred to as "edge signal") EDGl is set to the 

low level. The low level is the active level. If the edge 
^2 signal EDGl is the low level, it is considered to be an 

St ss 

f;0 edge portion of the input image. 

|f| The edge detecting portion 4 also output an absolute 

j;^ 15 value signal LAP that is an output of the second order 

"= differential filter. Waveforms of the first order 

1:3 

1=^ differential signal, the second order differential signal, 

lf% the absolute value signal LAP and the edge signal EDGl of 

the input image signal at a portion of a letter or a line 
20 are shown in Fig. 4. 

The lightness and chroma detection portion 5 outputs a 
low lightness signal VL indicating that the lightness is low 
(blackish) when the above-mentioned pseudo lightness signal 
V is lower than a predetermined threshold value (Thl, e. g. , 
25 15-20 for 256 gradation steps). If the pseudo chroma 
signal W is lower than a predetermined threshold value 
(Th2), a monochromatic signal BK indicating to be a black 
and white picture. 

The edge signal EDGl is given to an edge enlarging 
30 portion 6. The edge enlarging portion 6 includes line 



7 



memories 101-108, a 9x9 matrix circuit 109, negative logic 
OR circuits 110-113 and an enlarging level selecting 
circuit 114 as shown in Fig. 2. The line memories 101-108 
are circuits for delaying the edge signal EDGl by lines. 
5 This configuration can perform 9x9 matrix operation, so 
that the edge signal EDGl can be enlarged by a width of 
four pixels at most in the main scanning direction and the 
sub scanning direction. 

The 9x9 matrix circuit 109 is constituted using a 
10 shift register group as shown in Fig. 3. From the input Dl 
that is a direct input of the edge signal EDGl, outputs Dll- 
w D19 that are delayed one by one pixel are obtained. From 

i;g the input D2 that is a one line delayed input, outputs D21- 

D29 that are delayed one by one pixel are obtained. In the 
15 same way, from each of the nine inputs D3-D9 that are a 2-8 
lines delayed input, outputs D31-D39, D91-D99 that are 

O 

delayed one by one pixel are obtained. Thus, by operating a 
logical OR of the obtained 9x9 output pixel data by the 

':3 negative logic OR circuit 110, an enlarged edge signal 

I. J 

20 EDG99 is obtained that is a result of enlarging the edge 
signal EDGl in the main scanning direction and the sub 
scanning direction by the width of four pixels. 

In the configuration of the edge enlarging portion 6 
shown in Fig. 2, the above-mentioned enlarged edge signal 

25 EDG99 is given to the enlarging level selecting circuit 114, 
whose selected signal is output as the enlarged edge signal 
EDG2 shown in Fig. 1 from the edge enlarging portion 6. 
Other enlarged edge signals EDG77, EDG55 and EDG33 of the 
other edge enlarging level are also given to the enlarging 

30 level selecting circuit 114. Two-bit enlarging level 
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control signal Con (SO, SI) selects one of these four 
enlarged edge signals EDG99, EDG77, EDG55 and EDG33, which 
is output as an enlarged edge signal EDG2. 

The enlarged edge signal EDG77, EDG55 and EDG33 are 

5 signals obtained by enlarging the edge signal EDGl in the 
main scanning direction and the sub scanning direction by 
the width of 3 pixels, 2 pixels and 1 pixel using a 7x7, 5 
X 5 and 3x3 matrix operation, respectively. 

In Fig. 2, the negative logic OR circuits 111, 112 and 

10 113 output operate logical OR^ s of 7x7, 5x5 and 3x3 

pixel data, and output enlarged edge signals EDG77, EDG55 
and EDG33. Though being not shown in Fig. 2 for avoiding 
complexity, 49 inputs of negative logic OR circuits 111 are 
connected to the 7x7 outputs D11-D17, D71~D77 of the 9x9 

15 matrix circuit 109. In the same way, 25 inputs of negative 
logic OR circuit 112 are connected to the 5x5 outputs Dll- 
D15, D51-D55 of the 9x9 matrix circuit 109, and the 9 
inputs of the negative logic OR circuit 113 are connected to 
the 3X3 outputs D11-D13, D31-D33. 

20 As mentioned above, the enlarging level control signal 

Con for selecting one of four enlarged edge signals EDG99, 
EDG77, EDG55 and EDG33 is given to the edge enlarging 
portion 6 by an edge enlarging control portion 7 shown in 
Fig. 1. The edge enlarging control portion 7 output four 

25 kinds of enlarging level control signals Con in accordance 
with an original mode signal supplied by a control portion. 

For example, if an original of letters is read, a color 
drift (or a color smear) due to a misregistration of black 
letters becomes conspicuous. Therefore, an output of a 

30 large enlarging matrix size, e. g. , the enlarged edge signal 
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EDG99 is selected. On the contrary, if an original having 
little black letters or lines such as an original of a 
picture is read, a small enlarging output, e. g. , the 
enlarged edge signal EDG33 is selected. The description of 

"black letters or lines" means "black letters or black 
lines. " 

The enlarged edge signal EDG2 output from the edge 
enlarging portion 6 is given to an edge cancel portion 8 
shown in Fig. 1. The edge cancel portion 8 performs a 
process in which the inner enlarged portion of the enlarged 
..^ edge signal EDG2, i. e. , the portion on the black line is 

Q remained (keeping the low level), the outer enlarged 

C3 portion, that is a background portion is canceled to be the 

i"S high level. By this process, the corrected enlarged edge 

15 signal EDG3 is generated and is output. The enlarged edge 
signal EDG2 that is output by the edge enlarging portion 6 
f.'I includes a background portion of the black letters or the 

12 lines, and it is not preferable to perform the below- 

mentioned image processing to this portion. 

O 

20 The above-mentioned low lightness signal VL is used for 

the edge canceling process. As shown in Fig. 5, the low 
level of the enlarged edge signal EDG2 is canceled for the 
pixel whose low lightness signal VL is not the low level, i. 
e. , the pixel of the high level (not active) and the 

25 lightness is high (not blackish). In other words, a 
corrected enlarged edge signal EDG3 is generated by 
negative logic AND operation of the enlarged edge signal 
EDG2 and the low lightness signal VL. In this way, the 
corrected enlarged edge signal EDG3 is obtained that is 

30 reset to the high level (not active) for the background (not 

1 0 



blackish) pixels of the black letters or lines. 

In Fig. 1, the corrected enlarged edge signal EDG3 is 
given to the negative logic AND gate 9, which outputs a 
black edge signal BKEDG3 that is an AND signal of the 
5 corrected enlarged edge signal EDG3 and the above-mentioned 
monochromatic signal BK. This black edge signal BKEDG3 
indicates the enlarged edge area by the low level that has 
low lightness (blackish) and low chroma (black and white). 

In addition, the edge signal EDGl before being enlarged 
10 is also processed by logical AND with the monochromatic 

signal BK in the negative logic AND gate 10, and the second 
^3 black edge signal BKEDGl is output. This black edge signal 

m BKEDGl indicates a black edge area of low chroma (black and 

J= white) before enlarged by the low level. The black edge 

::E 15 signals BKEDG3 and BKEDGl are processed logical OR by the 

- negative logic OR gate 11, which outputs an edge selection 

il signal EDGSEL. 

In Fig. 1, the absolute value signal LAP that is the 
W output of the above-mentioned second order differential 

20 filter is given to a look-up table (LUT) 12 for VMTF 
conversion, and is converted into a lightness edge 
component signal VMTF there. 

In a color copying machine, a RGB additive color image 
data obtained by scanning an original is converted to a CMY 
25 subtractive color image data. In this process or after the 
process, image data of four colors is generated that include 
the C, M and Y color components and K black component. A 
necessary image processing is performed on each of the 
generated image data C, M, Y and K, so as to become color 
30 image data CI, Ml and Yl, and black image data KL 
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The black image data Kl obtained by the above-mentioned 
process is given to the black emphasizing circuit 13, which 
outputs black increasing image data f(Kl). The black 
emphasizing circuit 13 has a conversion characteristic such 

5 as a characteristic curve CVl shown in Fig. 6. Namely, as 
explained below, a decreased densities of the color image 
data CI, Ml and Yl in the enlarged black edge area is 
compensated and the density of the black image data Kl is 
increased so as to keep the reproduced density of the 

10 printed black by performing a conversion of Kl < f(Kl). 

This characteristic curve CVl is constituted by the look-up 
table for conversion for example, and a specific increasing 
I'Q characteristic is set in accordance with characteristics of 

Ifi ink or toner. The axis of ordinate in Fig. 6 indicates 

15 that larger value is high density. 

It 

- The above-mentioned lightness edge component signal 

p 

f:;^ VMTF and the black increasing image data f(Kl) is given to 

an adder circuit 16. The adder circuit 16 adds these input 
li signals and outputs a black increased image data [f(Kl) 

20 +VMTF] in which the edge of the black letters or lines is 
emphasized. Black increased image data [f(Kl)+VMTF] is 
given to one input A of a selector 18. The other input of 
the selector 18 is supplied with a black image data Kl 
before increasing black density. In addition, a selection 
25 control input of the selector 18 is supplied with a 
selection signal EDGSEL mentioned above. 

If the edge selection signal EDGSEL is the low level 
meaning an enlarged edge area, the selector 18 selects the 
edge enlarged black increased image data [f(Kl)+VMTF] and 
30 outputs it as a final black image data K2. If the edge 
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selection signal EDGSEL is the high level indicating an 
area that is not the enlarged edge area, an original black 
image data Kl is selected that is not processed by the black 
density increasing process and the edge emphasizing process, 

5 and the selected black image data Kl is output as a final 
black image data K2. 

The color image data CI, Ml and Yl are imparted to a 
minimum value circuit 14 and a color decreasing circuit 15. 
The minimum value circuit 14 obtains the smallest value of 

10 data in the 5x5 or 3x3 pixel matrix, and outputs the 

minimum values minCl, minMl and minYl of the color image 
data CI, Ml and Yl, respectively. Though the minimum value 
circuits 14 are drawn as a unit in Fig. 1 to avoid the 
complexity, three minimum value circuits are provided for 

15 the color image data CI, Ml and YL The circuits 15, 17 and 
19 explained blow have similar configurations. 

The color decreasing circuit 15 decreases the density 
of the color image data CI, Ml and Yl in accordance with a 
conversion characteristic shown by the characteristic curve 

20 CV2 in Fig. 7, and outputs color decreasing image data f(Cl), 
f(Ml) and f(Yl). Fig. 7 is an example of a cyan image data 
CI. In the same way as in Fig. 6, the axis of ordinate in 
Fig. 7 shows that the larger value indicates higher density, 
and a characteristic curve CV2 is constituted by a look-up 

25 table for conversion, for example. The decrease of the 

density of the color image data CI, Ml and Yl is performed 
in the enlarged black edge area as mentioned below, so that 
a color smear due to a misregistration between color images 
can be not conspicuous. 

30 Namely, since the density of the color image data CI, 

1 3 
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Ml and Yl is decreased in the enlarged black edge area 
whose edge portion is enlarged, a larger misregistration in 
printing can be improved, so that the color drift due to the 
larger misregistration can be relieved. Thus, a color 
5 smear can be reduced in the edge of the black letters or 
lines. In addition, since the black image data Kl is 
increased along with the decrease of the densities of the 
color image data CI, Ml and Yl, steps of density cannot be 
generated. 

10 . The specific decreasing characteristic is preferably 

obtained by an experiment in accordance with a printing 

O 

Q characteristic of the print reproducing characteristic of 

each color. 

The minimum value minCl, minMl and minYl and color 
15 decreasing image data f(Cl), f(Ml) and f(Yl) of the above- 
mentioned color image data are given to a minimum value 
H selecting circuit 17, so that minCl and f(Cl), minMl and 

t:f= f(Ml), or minYl and f(Yl) are compared with each other for 

1:3 each color. The smaller value is selected to be output as 

20 the minimum value color image data minC2, minM2 and minY2 
and given to one input A of the selector 19. The other 
input of the selector 19 is supplied with color image data 
CI, Ml and Yl before being processed by such as color 
density decreasing. In addition, the selection control 
25 input of the selector 19 is supplied with the above- 
mentioned edge selection signal EDGSEL. 

If the edge selection signal EDGSEL is the low level 
indicating an enlarged edge area, the selector 19 selects 
the minimum value color image data minC2, minM2 and minY2 
30 that are values of decreased color density and the smaller 
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value of the minimum values in the matrix, so as to output 
them as the final color image data C2, M2 and Y2. If the 
edge selection signal EDGSEL is the high level that 
indicates an area that is not enlarged edge area, the color 

5 image data CI, Ml and Yl are selected before being processed 
by such as the color density decreasing and these data is 
output as the final color image data C2, M2 and Y2. 

Using the black image data K2 and the color image data 
C2, M2 and Y2 that are obtained by the above-mentioned 

10 process, color printing is performed by a well-known 
printing engine. 

According to the above-mentioned first embodiment, the 
image processing apparatus can support a high definition 
with a simple and inexpensive configuration, and can also 

15 increase a reproducing quality of the black letters or 
lines. 

In addition, an edge portion of black letters or lines 
in the input image signal is detected so that the edge area 
can be enlarged, and the densities of the color components 

20 are decreased while the density of the black component is 

increased for the enlarged edge area. Therefore, the color 
smear due to a misregistration of the image of each color 
component in an edge portion can be suppressed. 

Furthermore, the enlarging quantity of the edge area 

25 can be adjusted easily in accordance with a misregistration 
characteristic of the printer portion. In addition, the 
process of enlarging the edge area is performed using a 
single bit edge signal EDGl. The line memory for only one 
bit is necessary, having an advantage in cost. 

30 [Second Embodiment] 
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Fig. 8 is a block diagram of image processing apparatus 
M2 according to the second embodiment of the present 
invention. In this embodiment, an area density detection 
portion 20 is added to the image processing apparatus Ml of 
5 the first embodiment shown in Fig. 1. . 

The area density detection portion 20 is supplied with 
black image data Kl and color image data CI, Ml and Yl. The 
area density detection portion 20 calculates an average 
density of a predetermined area (e.g., 3x3 matrix area) 
10 including a pixel to be corrected in accordance with each 
density of pixels in the area. Instead of the average 
O density, a median of densities may be calculated. 

In addition, each of the black emphasizing circuit 13 
and the color decreasing circuit 15 includes plural 
15 conversion characteristics (e.g., conversion tables). 
P Namely, for each of the conversion characteristics f(Kl), 

p f(Cl), f(Ml) and f(Yl) shown in Figs. 6 and 7, plural 

1'^ conversion tables having different gradients of input image 

data vs. output image data are provided. The most 
Q 20 appropriate conversion table is selected out of the plural 

conversion tables by a selection signal f conl or f con2. 

The selection signals f conl and f con2 are output by the 

above-mentioned area density detection portion 20 in 
accordance with the obtained average density (or the median 
25 density). 

Thus, the quantity of increasing the black (K) density 
at a black edge portion and decreasing the color (C, M and 

Y) densities for various originals can be automatically 
corrected. For example, if the average density of the 
30 color (C, M and Y) image data is high, the gradation of 
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characteristic curve CV2 shown in Fig. 7 is decreased. 
Namely, the decreasing extent of the color density is 
enlarged. Along with this process, the gradation of the 
characteristic curve CVl shown in Fig. 6 is enlarged so as 
to enlarge the density increasing extent of the black (K) 
image data. 

According to the second embodiment, the reproducing 
quality of the black letters and lines can be improved for 
various originals by automatically adjusting the 
characteristics (extent) of decreasing the color components 
and increasing the black component in accordance with the 
detected information of the area density detection portion 
20. 

[Third Embodiment] 

Fig. 9 is a block diagram of the image processing 
apparatus M3 according to the third embodiment of the 
present invention. In this embodiment, an area color 
detection portion 21 and a CPU 7 are used instead of the 
edge enlarging control portion 7 of the image processing 
apparatus Ml of the first embodiment shown in Fig. 1. 
Other configuration is the same. 

In Fig. 9, the area color detection portion 21 detects 
a ratio of monochrome and color for each block area of the 
input image. The CPU 7 controls the enlarging quantity of 
the edge area by the edge enlarging portion 6 in accordance 
with the ratio of monochrome and color. In order to control 
the edge increasing quantity, an appropriate edge 
increasing quantity is set out of plural edge area 
increases such as a four pixel edge area increase by 9 x 9 
matrix, a three pixel edge area increase by 7 X 7 matrix, a 



two pixel edge area increase by 5 x 5 matrix and a one pixel 
edge area increase by 3 x 3 matrix. 

For example, in a block area in which the monochrome 
has a large proportion, the edge increasing quantity is set 
to large like the four pixel area increase or the three 
pixel area increase. Thus, the color drift relieving effect 
in the edge portion becomes larger for the area of the 
black letters or lines. In the block area in which the 
monochrome has a small proportion, the edge increasing 
quantity is set to small like the one pixel area increase 
or the zero pixel area increase. Thus, for a color picture 
area for example, a natural picture image is obtained 
without unnecessary color drift prevention process. 

According to the process explained above, a color drift 
in an edge portion becomes inconspicuous do that the 
reproducing quality of the black letters or lines is 
increased. As a block area, various sizes of areas can be 
used For example, the original can be divided into plural 
block areas. In addition, the entire original can be one 
block area. 

Thus, the inner black edge area can be enlarged in the 
inward direction of the black letters or lines, and the 
image densities of the C, M and Y color components in the 
enlarged inner black edge area are decreased and the image 
density of the K black component is increased to as to 
compensate the decrease. 

In Fig. 10, the original SC is divided into plural 
block area BE by the area color detection portion 21 after 
the image thereof is read by the image reader. Therefore, 
in this case, the number of the block area BE is decided in 
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accordance with the size of the original SC. A memory area 
(not shown) for deciding a ratio of monochrome and color is 
secured in accordance with the number of the block area BE. 

The size of one block area BE is 512x512 pixels, for 
example. In this case, if the definition is 400 dpi, the 
size is approximately 3x3 cm. If the block area BE is 
1024 x 1024 pixels and the definition is 400 dpi, the size 
is approximately 6x6 cm. 

The area color detection portion 21 calculates chroma 
data for each pixel in each block area BE. If the chroma 
data of a pixel is larger than a predetermined threshold 
value (Th3), the pixel is determined to be a color pixel. 
Pixels except the color pixel are monochromatic pixels. In 
each block area BE, the number of color pixels or 
monochromatic pixels is counted. The number of color 
pixels or monochromatic pixels, a proportion of the number 
of color pixels or monochromatic pixels in the entire number 
of pixels, or the ratio of the color pixels and 
monochromatic pixels is determined as a monochrome and 
color ratio RMC. The determined monochrome and color ratio 
RMC is output to the CPU 7. 

The CPU7 generates the enlarging level control signal 
Con (SO, SI) in accordance with the monochrome and color 
ratio RMC, and output the signal to the edge enlarging 
portion 6. For example as shown in Fig. 11, if there are 
only color pixels, the enlarging level control signal Con 
is set to (0,0). If there are only monochromatic pixels, 
the enlarging level control signal Con is set to (1, 1). If 
there are color pixels and monochromatic pixels, the 
enlarging level control signal Con is set to (0,1) or (1,0). 



The edge increasing quantity is controlled by the edge 
enlarging portion 6 in accordance with the enlarging level 
control signal Con. 

If the edge enlarging portion 6 determines an original 
of letters according to the enlarging level control signal 
Con, the output of a large enlarging matrix size, e. g. , the 
enlarged edge signal EDG99 is selected since a color drift 
(or a color smear) due to a misregistration of the black 
letters becomes conspicuous. On the contrary, if the 
original has little black letters or lines such as an 
original of a picture, the output of a small enlarging 
matrix size, e. g. , the enlarged edge signal EDG33 is 
selected. 

Though the enlarging level control signal Con is set 
for each divided block area BE in the embodiment explained 
above, the original SC can be regarded as one block area 
and one enlarging level control signal Con can be set for 
the entire original. In this case, it is decided whether 
the block area BE is a color block area or not in each block 
area BE. 

Namely, in each block area BE, if the number of the 
color pixels is larger than a predetermined threshold level 
(Th4), the block area BE is decided to be a color block 
area. A block area BE except the color block area is a 
monochromatic block area. The number of the color block 
area or the monochromatic block area is counted. The ratio 
is determined as a monochrome and color ratio RMC. 
According to the monochrome and color ratio RMC, the edge 
increasing quantity is controlled for the entire original SC 
by the edge enlarging portion 6. 
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The size of the block area BE can be changed variously. 
If the size of the block area BE is reduced, the image 
quality is improved, but more process time is required. In 
addition, various methods can be adopted for determining a 
color area or a monochromatic area, and for determining 
monochrome and color ratio RMC. 

The relationship between monochrome and color ratio RMC 
and the enlarging level control signal Con is not always 
proportional. This relationship can be varied in accordance 
with a copy mode set in the color copying machine. For 
example, if the copy mode is set to the picture mode, the 
major portion or the principal portion of the original SC 
is probably a picture, the edge increasing quantity is 
controlled to zero. 

Concerning the portion for detecting the monochrome and 
color ratio RMC, a part of the function is conventionally 
known as an automatic color detection system (ACS ). 

According to the third embodiment explained above, the 
simple configuration with low cost can support a high 
definition and the reproducing quality of black letters or 
lines can be increased. In addition, the enlarging 
quantity of the edge area is controlled in accordance with 
the monochrome and color ratio, so that an appropriate 
enlarging quantity can be set in accordance with the state 
of image. Furthermore, it can be adjusted easily in 
accordance with the characteristics of misregistration of 
the printer portion. 

Furthermore, the edge portion of the black letters or 
lines in the input image signal is detected, the edge area 
is enlarged, and the density of color component is decreased 
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while the density of the black component is increased for 
the enlarged edge area, so that a color smear due to the 
misregistration of images of the color components is 
suppressed. 

In the image processing apparatus M2 of the above- 
mentioned second embodiment, the edge enlarging control 
portion 7 can be replaced with the area color detection 
portion 21 and the CPU7 of the third embodiment, so as to 
make the configuration having the feature of the third 
embodiment. 

Though the edge increasing quantity has four levels in 
the embodiment explained above, it can have less than or 
more than four levels. The enlarging level control signal 
Con can be various forms. In addition, the configuration, 
the circuit, the contents or the sequence of the process, 
and the process timing of the whole or each portion of the 
image processing apparatus M1-M3 can be appropriately 
changed or modified within the scope of the present 
invention. 



